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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                              November 29, 2017 
 
 
 
President Gilbert kicks off ‘The Rest of Your Life Begins at 
Marshall University’ high school tour today with Coach Bob 
Pruett 
 
Marshall President Jerome A. Gilbert will travel to seven West Virginia counties over the next 
10 days as part of his “The Rest of Your Life Begins at Marshall University” tour, focusing on 
the university directly connecting with students at area high schools. Former Marshall football 
coach Bob Pruett will be along on the tour and will speak with the students. Marshall admissions 
staff will be present to collect applications and answer students’ questions. 
 
“Marshall University has so much to offer students—more than 100 top-quality educational 
programs, an accessible and beautiful campus located in America’s Best Community, 
Huntington, and about 230 recognized student organizations, just to name a few of the Marshall 
advantages,” Gilbert said. “We have something for every student, and students don’t have to 
travel hours away or spend money they don’t have to get an extraordinary educational 
experience. Marshall University can provide every opportunity and benefit of larger schools, plus 
we have faculty and staff who care about each student’s success, with campuses close to home 
but far enough away for students to gain their independence and grow.” 
 
Gilbert and Pruett will visit 16 schools in Boone, Cabell, Jackson, Kanawha, Logan, Wayne and 
Wood counties. This is the latest round in a series of tour dates. Gilbert and Pruett visited several 
Raleigh County schools in late September. Additional tour dates will be released in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Gilbert added, “No one knows what can be accomplished at Marshall University better than 
Coach Pruett—he has witnessed firsthand what extraordinary things dedicated students can 
achieve at Marshall, and I am pleased he will join me on this tour to share his insight and 
inspiration directly with these high school students.” 
  
 
 
High School Tour Dates 
 
Please Note: More schools may be added.  
  
Wednesday, Nov. 29 
• Man High School                                8:30 a.m. 
• Logan High School                             10:15 a.m. 
• Chapmanville High School                 11:45 a.m. 
• Scott High School                               2:15 p.m. 
  
 
Thursday, Nov. 30 
• Spring Valley High School                 10 a.m.  
• Wayne High School                            11:45 a.m.  
• Cabell Midland High School              1 p.m. 
• Huntington High School                     2 p.m. 
  
 
Friday, Dec. 1 
• Ripley High School                            8 a.m. 
• Parkersburg High School                    10:15 a.m. 
• Parkersburg South High School         2 p.m. 
  
 
Monday, Dec. 4 
• South Charleston High School           1 p.m.  
• Capital High School                           2 p.m.  
  
 
Thursday, Dec. 7 
• George Washington High School       11:45 a.m. 
• Saint Albans High School                  1 p.m. 
• Riverside High School                        2:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of national, state delegations visit Marshall Health-
Teays Valley 
 
Marshall University and Marshall Health hosted members of the national and state delegations 
on Tuesday, Nov. 21, at Marshall Health’s new Teays Valley location. 
 
Pictured left to right are James Becker, M.D., vice dean for 
government relations, health care policy and external affairs for the 
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine; Sen. 
Mark Drennan (R-Putnam, 04); Jerome Gilbert, Ph.D., (center) 
president of Marshall University; Joseph Shapiro, M.D., dean of the 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine; and Rep. Alex Mooney (R-
W.Va.) at Marshall Health-Teays Valley Tuesday, Nov. 21. 
 
 
 
 
 
World Council’s 2nd Annual Tea & Talk to take place tomorrow 
 
The World Council’s 2nd 
Annual “Tea & Talk” 
event will take place 
Thursday, Nov. 30 at 4 
p.m. in Foundation Hall on 
the Huntington campus. 
 
With the current political 
climate, learning and 
understanding about 
individuals whose race, 
gender identity, 
sexual/affectional 
orientation, national of origin, immigration status, and linguistic background are different from 
that of our own is so critical in order to create a truly inclusive, affirming, and safe campus for 
all. The “Tea & Talk” event aims to create the space for students, staff and faculty to meet and 
engage in conversation with individuals from diverse sociocultural backgrounds. 
 
Last year, the event had a great turnout, and we hope to have another great turnout this year! The 
World Council members encourage the Marshall community to join them. 
   
 
Link to RSVP: http://www.marshall.edu/intercultural/world-council/teatalk/ 
 
Marshall to introduce history, literature teachers to the resources 
in the Blake Library 
 
History and literature teachers are invited to 
Marshall University’s Huntington campus 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 30, to 
learn strategies for teaching about the past 
and present with Civil War literature from 
Marshall University’s Blake Library. The 
event will be in the Drinko Library Atrium. 
 
Dr. Monica Brooks, Marshall’s associate vice 
president for libraries and online learning, 
will provide an introduction, and John Stromski and Jessica DeLong of Marshall’s English 
Department and Jack Dickinson of the Blake Library will serve as presenters. 
 
Area teachers can access important Civil War texts and teach rare texts from the Blake Library, 
free and available to the public online. They also can explore the archive’s well-known historical 
documents and canonical works of early American literature. 
 
This event is made possible with financial assistance from the West Virginia Humanities 
Council, the Marshall University English department in the College of Liberal Arts, and 
Marshall University Libraries. 
 
To learn more, contact Dr. Kristen Lillvis in the Department of English by e-mail at 
lillvis@marshall.edu or by phone at 304-696-6269. 
 
 
  
The Twelve Trombones of Christmas 
 
The Marshall 
University 
Trombone 
Ensemble will 
present a 
concert of 
Christmas 
favorites at 7:30 
p.m., Friday 
Dec, 1, at 
Johnson 
Memorial 
Methodist Church in Huntington. Music to be performed will include pieces ranging from the 
1500s to modern jazz arrangements of favorite carols. 
 
 
 
 
  
Choral Union to perform holiday concert 
 
Marshall’s Choral Union will present a holiday concert at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5, in the 
sanctuary of First United Methodist Church at 1124 Fifth Avenue in Huntington. 
 
According to Director Deborah Bradley, the Choral Union will be joined by a number of other 
performers, including Lincoln Brass, the MU Chamber Choir under the direction of Dr. David 
Castleberry, Dr. Johan Botes on organ, Dr. Susan Tusing on piano, Dr. Wendell Dobbs on flute 
and Dr. Julio Alves on guitar. 
 
The Choral Union includes Marshall students and community members. The free performance is 
open to the public. 
 
For more information, contact Bradley at bradley34@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’ to appear live on Keith-Albee 
stage Dec. 5 
 
“Christmas time is here- happiness and 
cheer!”  Reynolds and Associates, American Babbitt 
Bearing, Prichard Electric, Chapman Printing, and 
Hoops Family Children’s Hospital will present “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas Live on Stage” at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 5. ’Tis the season for Charlie Brown, 
Snoopy and all of the Peanuts gang to bring the 
holiday season back to life! 
 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” is an Emmy® and 
Peabody award-winning story by Charles M. Schulz. 
The tale has warmed the hearts of millions of viewers 
since it first aired on television in 1965. Schulz’s 
timeless story is brought to life in this faithful 
adaption featuring the unforgettable music of Vince 
Guaraldi, a neighborhood Christmas play, a scraggly 
Christmas tree and the whole Peanuts gang. 
 
In “A Charlie Brown Christmas Live on Stage,” Charlie Brown is saddened by the materialism 
surrounding the holiday season. Lucy helps Charlie Brown by convincing him to direct the 
neighborhood Christmas play, however things go amiss when Brown selects a tiny fir tree for the 
show. It’s up to Linus to save the day and remind everyone of the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
To get in the holiday spirit the right way with Charlie Brown and the gang, contact the Marshall 
Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may 
also visit the box office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse. Box office hours are Monday 
through Friday, noon to 5 p.m. Ticket prices are $68.40/54.21/43.30. 
 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas Live on Stage” is also sponsored by Northwestern Mutual, 
Huntington Federal, Marshall Orthopedics, KEE 100, B-97, The Brew, WSAZ, The Herald-
Dispatch, Marshall University and the Marshall Artists Series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juanita Carpenter Sammons Scholarship established for digital 
forensics and information assurance student 
 
The Sammons family and the LeBaron Foundation have endowed the Juanita Carpenter 
Sammons Scholarship for a student majoring in digital forensics and information assurance in 
the Marshall University College of Science. 
 
John Sammons, chair of the university’s Department of Forensic Sciences, said the scholarship 
was created to memorialize his mother and support Marshall University, specifically the digital 
forensics and information assurance program. 
 
“This scholarship is doubly sweet for me – first, as a son being able to honor our mother and her 
strong belief in education, and second, as a program director knowing what a tremendous benefit 
this is for our students,” Sammons said. 
 
John Sammons’ brother David Sammons said the financial need for these graduates is 
undeniable. Sammons’ sister, Donna Carpenter LeBaron, said their mother was a great advocate 
for education and a booster of all things Marshall. 
 
“She would applaud the school’s digital forensics and information assurance program for both its 
innovativeness and its practicality: What’s better than a cutting-edge science degree that could 
immediately lead to a job?” LeBaron said. “She would be delighted to have her name associated 
with this program and to have this scholarship established in her memory.” 
 
Dean LeBaron, the founder and CEO of the LeBaron Foundation, said their support will help 
bring necessary skill sets to the area. 
 
“Marshall’s Digital Forensics and Information Assurance program hits all the right notes for 
students, the institution, the Huntington community and the workforce,” LeBaron said. “The 
LeBaron Foundation is honored to help Marshall University fill the cyber-security skills gap.” 
 
Dr. Ron Area, CEO of the Marshall University Foundation Inc., said contributions like these are 
essential for student success. “We understand the financial burden our students may face and 
members of the Sammons family and LeBaron Foundation are lessening this burden,” Area said. 
“The digital forensics program produces high-achieving graduates that go on to become leaders 
in their industry and their community. We will continue to support the efforts of our donors who 
provide opportunities for student success.” 
 
Area said while maintaining exceptional performance in the normal curriculum, the student’s 
work should bring attention and credit to Marshall’s growing importance in the field, such as 
publishing an article and/or participating in coursework-related competition of conference 
activity. 
 
The award will be renewable for up to four years (8 semesters) if the recipient maintains good 
academic standing. The dean of the College of Science, or his/her designee, will select the 
recipient and renew the award, in cooperation with the Office of Student Financial Assistance. 
 
To learn more about the digital forensics and information assurance program, visit 
http://www.marshall.edu/forensicsciences/dfia/. For more information on how to contribute to 
student success through the Marshall University Foundation Inc., contact Krystle Davis by e-
mail at Krystle.davis@marshall.edu or call 304-696-3916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTO Marshall to wrap gifts for donations 
 
Wrapping presents, for some, is just not that easy. INTO Marshall 
hopes to ease that anxiety and time crunch with a Gift Wrapping 
Extravaganza Thursday, Dec. 7. 
 
From 1-5 p.m., Marshall faculty and staff, as well as members of the 
community, can bring their gifts to East Hall’s upstairs café area, 
where INTO Marshall faculty and staff will wrap presents in exchange for a donation to INTO 
Giving, a global charity established in 2008. 
 
INTO Giving helps disadvantaged and impoverished children go to school (and stay in school) 
by working across the globe, supporting projects that increase access to education and improving 
the quality of teaching and learning. Every penny and dollar of the gift-wrap donations will be 
matched 100%. 
 
 
 
 
 
Shah to present webinar on team science Dec. 8 
 
Darshana Shah, Ph.D., associate dean with Marshall University Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine’s Office of Faculty Affairs and Professional 
Development, will present a webinar highlighting team science next 
week.  The webinar is sponsored by the West Virginia Clinical and 
Translational Science Institute, a partnership among West Virginia 
University, Charleston Area Medical Center, West Virginia School of 
Osteopathic Medicine, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and Marshall University, 
among others.  Shah’s presentation, “Team Science: Understanding and 
Improving Team Dynamics” is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 8, from noon to 1 
p.m. All faculty are invited to view using the instructions below. 
 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://zoom.us/j/468236722 
 
Or iPhone one-tap: US: +16465588656, 468236722#  or +16699006833,,468236722# 
 
Or Telephone: Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location) US: +1 646 
558 8656 or +1 669 900 6833 
 
Meeting ID: 468 236 722 
 
International numbers available: 
https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=Ur3Jki2QFajnpNugeYFb8OYg1Qr1xKHM 
 
Marshall Health welcomes new pediatrician, pediatric specialists 
 
Christina Hensley, M.D., Fatima Tariq, M.D., and Kate M. Waldeck, 
M.D., have been named assistant professors at the Marshall University 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, joining the medical and dental staff 
of Marshall Health and Cabell Huntington Hospital. 
 
Hensley is a general pediatrician with Marshall Pediatrics and a 
two-time graduate of Marshall University, where she earned her 
Doctor of Medicine in 2014. Hensley also completed her pediatric 
residency training at Marshall. She is accepting new patients at Marshall Pediatrics, 2915 Third 
Avenue, Huntington, at 304-691-8900. 
 
Tariq and Waldeck are board-certified, fellowship-trained specialists in pediatric critical care 
medicine. 
 
Tariq earned her medical degree from King Edward Medical University in Pakistan. She 
completed her pediatric residency at St. John Hospital and Medical Center in Detroit, Michigan, 
followed by a pediatric critical care fellowship at Washington University School of Medicine in 
St. Louis, Missouri. She is certified by the American Board of Pediatrics. 
 
Waldeck earned her medical degree at SUNY Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn, New 
York. She completed a pediatrics residency at Kaiser Permanente Oakland Medical Center in 
Oakland, California, an anesthesia residency at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital at the University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor, followed by a pediatric critical care medicine fellowship also at C.S. 
Mott Children’s Hospital. She is certified by the American Board of Pediatrics. 
 
Tariq and Waldeck see patients in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) in the Hoops Family 
Children’s Hospital at Cabell Huntington Hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 
Library extends Food for Fines drive 
 
Marshall University Libraries is extending its annual Food for Fines 
food drive to give the Marshall community another week in which to 
donate nonperishable food items such as canned fruits and vegetables, 
soups and jars of peanut butter in lieu of paying their overdue fines 
with the library. 
Anyone is welcome to donate, even if they don’t have library fines. All donations will be taken 
to Highlawn Elementary School in Huntington to help stock the school food pantry and backpack 
program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Dec. 6, 2017. Please send items 
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 4. 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/November-29-2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
